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Mowing Building

We howe received written confirmation
from the Department .of Education &
Skills. that Powerstown ETNS will be
mowing into the 2 storey building on
oM current compus oner the swmmer.
The mowe will pronide imore spoce for
our growing pupil numbers & awill
improue the focilities that Powerstown
currently have .on site.

Much help .and support will be ,ne,q,uuzd.
from parents and the school co

to help with the mowe. Lt will be .o sery
dewvelopment of Powerstown Educate
Together National School.

The department hawve said that the moue
is granted under the following
o We do not seek relocation costs
from the department of education.

o We mowe .all existing furniture
and equipment from our current
building.

o The building is vacated by
Muwlhuddart N.S.

o We .are fzzs,p,oww.e @ar our current
building wntil August 31+ 2012.

Official Open Doy

On Monday, a letter will be sent out to
parents looking for wolunteers for the
Open Day. An .action plan for the open
day will be displayed in the office. We
need YOUR help to imake the Open Day a
success A0 please help out .os much as

,gou.,can!!!
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GAA

Remember GAA is .on ewery FRIDAY.
Plecase .make suwre the children .are

Mearing  sunners  and  .appropriate
English
”'I' We .are continuing .o
UBLOBISS biering, aarly randing

skills and handuriting
in English.
We hauve started to introduce the letter
names to the children to .correspond
with  the letter sounds. The .children
have a lowely alphabet song that they
£ing in class to help them remember the
letter names.

We have .also introduced the Dolch
words to the children. Dolch words are
o list containing 100 of the .most
common words used in text. The dolch
words will become part of owur sight
socabudory (words  we recognise by
looking at rather than sounding .out the
letters). We .are starting to recognise the

words by sight and are putting them
into sentences.

Children .are making good progress with
their handwriting. We .are encouraging
the children to hold the pencil correctly.
See picture below: The pencil is held by
the thumb .and the pointer finger & s
supported  underneath by the long
finger.




Here is a link to .a YouTube wideo that

may help you support syowr child .at
home.

Please encourage your child to wuse a
PENCIL .in ‘their handuwriting copy.

We have noticed that some of the
children are continuing to arite in block
capital letters, especially awhen awriting
their name. Please encouroge your child
to wse cursive (joined) writing.

Owr indiwidualised reading progromme
is going awell. It is important to
encourage Mour child to read their bLook
to wyou every ewening. This will greatly
support  their literacy skills. Please
semember that your childs book must
be brought into school EVERY DAY. A
teacher will listen to each childs
reading at least once a week therefore
the book must be in school.

M.aths

This week in maths we were looking .at
counting and rumber games. Children
are practising counting between 0 .and
6. We have been playing number .games
with dice. Games include: Sweets in the
Jar - children roll the dice; the number
rolled is the amount .of sweets they .can
put in the jor. Each jor hos .o different
number of sweets that can be placed
into it. Snail Trail: Children roll the
dice, they number rolled is the amount
of snails they have to find. When they
match the number on the dice to the
right number of snails they put a
counter on the snails. They continue
auntil they have o counter on all the
Anails.

These activities .are very good for
promoting children's. sight recognition
of numbers / patterns on the dice. For
example children see 6 dots - they

recognise that it is 6 awithout howing to
count each dot individually. It also
promotes counting .of objects on board
Qames.

MATHS FOR FUN

Maths for fun starts .on MONDAY
Februwary 27, Parents .are irwited to
come into the class for 10 - |15 minutes
EVERY MONDAY to play some simple

board games and counting games with
the children.

least one Monday morning. Thanks ©

Frasai na Seachtaine
Frasal na Seachtaine this week is

Ca Lhfuil.... (Where is...?)
Ta s .ar an | sa [ facin

(He is .on/ in/ under)

Field Trip

On Thuwrsday March 8% we have .owr
fust Field Trip. We .are going to an Air
Rockets Workshop in Lmaginosity .as
part of Engineers Week.

You ol received letters during the aweeck
about the trip. We .are charging the
children €7. This cowers the €6 charge
into Lmaginosity .and a €1 contribution
towards the bus. The school will .cover
the remaining costs.

The workshop is age .appropriate to the
pupils and each .child will get the
opportunity to design .and maoke their
o air rocket. They will also get time
to explore and interoct with Lmaginosity

Please return permission slip .and €7
charge ASAP. Thanks ©


http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lM_dia8QGr0
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lM_dia8QGr0

MOBILE LIBRARY

Please return ALL LIBRARY BOOKS .on
TUESDAY March 28" .as the Mobile
Library is coming next week.

Learn Together: Children's Rights
We howe introduced the rights of the
child to the children. Ewery child was
given o different right to bring home.
The Parent & Child Project was to .drow
a picture symbolising the right. Thanks
o all who howe returned their
completed pictures. They look great &
Ln the coming aweek, we will be learning
o About Emily Logan, the
Ombudsman for «children &  her
Job
e That when we have something to
say it is important to be heard.
Sometimes .another person can
help .o child to be heard. Adults
and children have a role in
supporting children to be heard.

Fair Trade Fortnight Starts Feb 274

Nexct week we will take owr first step
tow.ards Fair Tradel!

Why take a step? Because trade isnit
w,o,rki,n.g ,gOI the worlds poorest...

Millions of people in deweloping
countries depend .on farming. But they
are trapped in powerty by the rules .of
avorld trode, keeping those at the start
of supply chains powerless to earn
enough to cower their costs .and aith

nothing to sowe for their Lamilies

But with just one step you can be part
of changing this...

Choosing Fairtrade offers farmers .and
workers o better chance to w.ork their
Moy ouk of pouserty, through Lairer
smoges, safer conditions .at work and .o
little extra, called the Fairtrade premium,
to irwest in projects to improve life for
their whole communities.

What is Fairtrade? Fairtrade is .about
Detter prices, decent uorking conditions,
local sustainability, and fair terms of
trade for farmers and workers in the
deneloping aworld. By requiring
companies to pay sustainable prices
(which must never fall lower than the
market price), Fairtrade addresses the
injustices of corwentional trade, which
traditionally discriminates against the
poorest, weakest producers. Lt enables
them to improwe their position and howe
more control onver their lives.

Dates for Diary

Thursday March 8-

Field Trip: Work shop in  Lmaginosity
Friday M.arch |16
@|2.30pm

Seachtain na Gaeilge Sho

Monday March 194
SCHOOL CLOSED - Bank Holiday

Tuesday March 20%-:
School Photographs.



