SCIENCE WEEK: THIRD/FOURTH CLASS
	
	Activity

	Monday
	Science Trail: Classroom, School, Yard

Curriculum Areas:
· Living Things: Plants and Animals
· observe, identify and investigate the animals and plants that live in local environments
· observe and explore some ways in which plant and animal behaviour is influenced by, or adapted to, environmental conditions
· use simple keys to identify common species of plants and animals
· discuss simple food chains 
· Energy and Forces: Sound, Heat, Forces
· recognise and identify a variety of sounds in the environment
· measure and compare temperatures in different places in the classroom, school and environment and explore reasons for variations
· explore how objects may be moved
· Materials: Properties and Characteristics of Materials
· identify and investigate a range of common materials in the immediate environment
· describe and compare materials, noting the differences in colour, shape and texture
· investigate how materials may be used in construction
· Environmental awareness and care: Caring for my locality, Environmental Awareness
· identify positive aspects of natural and built environments through observation, discussion and recording
· realise that there is a personal and community responsibility for taking care of the environment

Activities:
Variety of activities set up, instructions followed as per booklet / worksheets

	Tuesday
	Science Art / Music

Curriculum Areas:
Visual Arts
· Construction: Making Constructions, Looking and Responding
· explore and experiment with the properties and characteristics of materials in making structures
· look at and talk about his/her work and the work of other children

Science
· Energy and Forces: Sound
· understand and explore how different sounds may be made by making a variety of materials vibrate
· design and make a range of simple string instruments using an increasing variety of tools and materials
· explore the fact that sound travels through materials

Music
· Listening and Responding: Exploring Sounds
· explore ways of making sounds using manufactured and home-made instruments

Activities:
· Design and make a range of string instruments (e.g. guitar, banjo), and investigate/compare length, thickness, tension, materials.  (see Sound Card 15, Exemplar 23 Teacher Guidelines p.94)

Resources:
Paper plates, cardboard boxes, paper, paint, rubber bands, string, straws


	Wednesday
	Science For Fun: Parents to complete activities with groups in classroom

Curriculum Areas:
· Energy and Forces: Sound

Activities: Choose activities as required:
1. Seeing Sound – see rice grains jumping on cling-film drum when they are hit by sound waves
2. Feeling Sound – Feel sound vibrations through a balloon / table
3. Making weird sounds:
· Blow on a piece of plastic held tightly between hands
· Make cuts in a straw and blow through it to make a funny sound
· Allow air to escape slowly through a balloon to make funny sounds.  How many different sounds can you make?
· Make sounds by vibrating a ruler.  Investigate how to make higher or lower sounds. (see Sound Card 13)
· Make sounds by vibrating rubber bands – what sound do shorter / longer parts of the band make? (see Sound Card 14)
4. Change the volume of sound a megaphone or an ear trumpet (see Sound Card 9)
5. Sound travel
· Make a string telephone (see Sound Card 8)
· Investigate which materials sound can travel through (see Sound Card 6)

Resources:
Saucepan / large bowl, cling film, rice, rubber band, biscuit tin, wooden spoon, scissors, selloptape, balloons, straws, strips of plastic, plastic ruler, wooden ruler, wooden block, drawing pins, paper/card, plastic/paper ups or tin cans, string, wire, paper clips, 

	Thursday
	Science Demo

Science teacher demonstrating science experiment

	Friday
	Science Exhibition / Senior Assembly: View and discuss science work completed by other classes.

Discussion questions:
· What did you do for science week?
· What have we learned during science week?
· What was your favourite activity during science week?

For display:
· Children’s artwork
· Science experiments or science work from class

	
	Useful websites and online activities: Sound
· [bookmark: _GoBack] Explore different types of instrument online and see what kind of sounds they make: http://www.nyphilkids.org/lab/main.phtml
· Investigate how to change sound: http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/scienceclips/ages/9_10/changing_sounds.shtml 
· Teacher info, activities and websites for all science topics: http://www.sci-spy.ie/Index.aspx
· Great video clips about sound and sound effects: http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/topics/zgffr82 
· Scoilnet Music Theme page: https://www.scoilnet.ie/primary/theme-pages/music-in-the-classroom/ 
· Sound experiment: http://tryscience.org/experiments/experiments_begin.html?honker




