SCIENCE WEEK: 5TH AND 6TH CLASS
	
	Activity

	Monday
	Science Art: Design and make a wheeled toy

Curriculum Areas:
Science
· Energy and Forces: Forces
· identify and explore how objects and materials may be moved by pushing and pulling, using rollers, wheels, axles and a chassis

Visual Arts
· Construction: Making Constructions
· explore and experiment with the properties and characteristics of materials in making structures
· make drawings from observation to analyse form and structure

Activities:
· Design and make a car or wheeled machine that can be used to move loads
· Practice craft handling skills, i.e. cutting circles from cardboard, punching holes in bottle tops, gluing bobbins or corks to wheels
· Experiment with attaching wheels to axles using glue / brass pins.  Experiment with large and small wheels.
· Discuss the number of wheels on different types of vehicles. Decide how many wheels to put on own vehicles.
· Draw a plan for wheeled vehicle and construct from recycled materials.
· Evaluate  the vehicle in terms of movement and ability to carry a load – test by moving loads of dried peas, paper clips, etc.
· Discuss ways of moving the vehicle using wind energy (balloon), elastic energy (rubber bands), etc.

	Tuesday
	Science for Fun

Curriculum Areas:
Science
· Energy and Forces: Forces
· identify and explore how objects and materials may be moved 
· by pushing and pulling
· by machines using rollers, axles, wheels, etc.
· Using elastic energy, solar energy, electric energy or batteries

Activities: Make models from construction sets in groups.
1. Solar Power – Model 1: Steam Locomotive
2. Electric Vehicles – Model 1: Race Car
3. Elasticity Power – Model 4: Catapult
4. Remote Controlled Robots – Model 1: Car

Resources:  Gigo construction sets

	Wednesday
	Science Trail:

Curriculum Areas:
· Living Things: Plant and Animal Life
· become aware of some of the basic life processes in animals and plants
· observe, identify and examine the animals and plants that live in local habitats and environments
· observe and explore some ways in which plant and animal behaviour is influenced by, or adapted to, environmental conditions
· construct and use simple keys to identify locally occurring species of plants and animals
· Energy and Forces: Heat, Forces
· measure and record temperature using thermometer
· identify and explore how objects and materials may be moved
· Materials: Properties and characteristics of materials
· identify and investigate a widening range of common materials in the immediate environment
· identify how materials are used
· Environmental Awareness and Care: Science and the environment, Caring for the environment, Environmental Awareness
· appreciate the application of science and technology in familiar contexts
· participate in activities that contribute to the enhancement of the environment
· identify positive aspects of natural and built environments through observation, discussion and recording

Activities:
Variety of activities set up, instructions followed as per booklet / worksheets

	Thursday
	Science Demo

· Demonstration of a fun science experiment by Science Teacher


	Friday
	Science Exhibition / Senior Assembly: View and discuss science work completed by other classes.

Discussion questions:
· What did you do for science week?
· What have we learned during science week?
· What was your favourite activity during science week?

For display:
· Children’s artwork
· Science experiments or science work from class

	
	Useful websites and online games:
· Great science videos about forces: http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/topics/zvpp34j 
· Scoilnet theme page – Energy: https://www.scoilnet.ie/primary/theme-pages/energy/ 
· BBC online lessons – Forces: http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/scienceclips/ages/10_11/forces_action.shtml 
· IWB games and activities about forces: http://www.topmarks.co.uk/Interactive.aspx?cat=75 



