SCIENCE WEEK: SENIOR INFANTS
	Senior Infants
	Activity

	Monday
	Science Art

Curriculum Areas:
Visual Arts
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Construction: Making constructions
· Explore and experiment with the properties and characteristics of materials in making structures

Science
· Energy and Forces: Sound
· Explore ways of making different sounds using a variety of materials (tins, metals, bottles, paper)
· Recognise and identify a variety of sounds in the environment

Activities:
· Design and make musical instruments using recycled materials
· Make shakers by putting rice/lentils into a container or toilet roll and sealing the ends
· Tambourine: Fold a paper plate in half and fill with noisy items
· Drum: Cover an empty container with paper/card/plastic
· Didgeridoo: Decorate a long tube (wrapping paper, kitchen paper)
· Guiro: Use old tins or bottles with ridges and decorate.  Rub with a wooden stick.
· Castanet: Stick bottle caps to paper plate, fold over and clap caps together

Resources:
Bottles, tins, plastic containers, paper, paint, elastic bands, glue, sellotape, rice/beans/lentils/sand/etc.

See the following websites for ideas and pictures:
· http://www.kathysclutteredmind.com/2013/02/10-easyinexpensive-instruments-to-make.html
· http://www.redtedart.com/2012/10/15/musical-instrument-crafts-for-kids/
· http://greenbabywilmington.blogspot.ie/2011/11/make-musical-instruments-at-benettafit.html
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	Tuesday
	Science For Fun: Parents to complete activities with groups in classroom

Curriculum Areas:
· Energy and Forces: Sound
· Explore ways of making different sounds using a variety of materials: tins, metals, bottles, paper
· Investigate the way in which sounds travels in waves
· Recognise and identify a variety of sounds in the environment 
· Identify and differentiate between high and low sounds, loud and soft sounds

Activities: Choose activities as required from list below
1. Recognising and identifying sounds: Match sounds created by objects in sound boxes with pictures of the items.  Describe the sounds.
2. Feeling sound: Feel the vibrations made by sounds as they travel from a chiming fork / balloon, through a string and to the ear
3. Seeing sound: See that sound is carried through vibrations by making rice dance on a drum.  Investigate whether the distance of the sound from the rice changes the effects.
4. Elastic band guitar - Plucking strings to make vibrations: Notice the difference sounds made by think/thin/long/short strings
5. Sound Cone: Test whether sounds can be amplified using a sound cone.  Test the difference between different sized cones. http://spaceplace.nasa.gov/sound-cone/en/
6. String telephone: Investigate sound travel through string.  Discuss the difference between long and short strings. (See http://www.primaryscience.ie/media/pdfs/col/string_telephone.pdf)
7. Bottle flute: Test the different sounds that can be made by blowing into bottles with different volumes of water.

http://www.primaryscience.ie/media/pdfs/col/strange_sounds.pdf
http://www.primaryscience.ie/media/pdfs/col/investigating_sounds.pdf

Resources:
1. Sound boxes, pictures
2. Feeling sound: balloon, fork, string
3. Seeing sound: Plastic bowl, cling film, rubber band, uncooked rice / small pieces of scrunched up paper, light saucepan, biscuit tin, large spoon, scissors, sticky tape
4. Plastic containers, elastic bands, pencil
5. Card, paper
6. Paper cups, string, pencil
7. Bottles, glasses, water


	Wednesday
	Science and Music:

Curriculum Areas:
Science
· Energy and Forces: Living Things
· identify and differentiate between high and low sounds, loud and soft sounds
· explore ways of making different sounds using a variety of materials

Music:
· Listening and Responding: Exploring Sounds
· explore ways of making sounds using manufactured and home-made instruments
· Performing: Playing Instruments
· use simple home-made and manufactured instruments to accompany songs, nursery rhymes or rhythmic chants
· Composing: Improvising and Creating
· invent and perform short, simple musical pieces with some control of musical elements

Activities:
· Experiment with home-made instruments and describe the sounds made by them – high, low, loud, soft, etc.
· Copy a beat made by the teacher using a homemade instrument.  Take it in turns to make a beat for others to copy.
· Accompany familiar songs by playing the rhythm on home-made instruments
· Create a composition to accompany a story using percussion instruments and sounds with voice – slow/fast beats, loud/soft beats, etc.


	Thursday
	Science Trail: Classroom, School, Yard

Curriculum Areas:
· Energy and Forces: Light, Sound
· identify and name different colours
· observe colours in the local environment 
· recognise and identify a variety of sounds in the environment
· Living Things: Plants and Animals, Myself
· Observe, discuss and identify a variety of plants and animals in the immediate environment
· Become aware that plants and animals undergo seasonal change in appearance or behaviour
· use all the senses (touch, smell, sight, taste, hearing) to become aware of and explore environments
· Environmental awareness and care: Caring for my locality
· Observe, discuss and appreciate the attributes of the local environment
· Make bird feeders / plant seeds
· Materials: Properties and Characteristics of Materials
· observe and investigate a range of familiar materials in the immediate environment

Activities:
Variety of activities set up, instructions followed as per booklet / worksheets

	Friday
	Science Exhibition / Junior Assembly: View and discuss science work completed by other classes.

Discussion questions:
· What did you do for science week?
· What have we learned during science week?
· What was your favourite activity during science week?

For display:
· Children’s artwork
· Science experiments or science work from class

	
	Useful weblinks and online activities: Sound
· Explore different types of instrument online and see what kind of sounds they make: http://www.nyphilkids.org/lab/main.phtml
· Test different instruments: http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/scienceclips/ages/5_6/sound_hearing.shtml
· Teacher info, activities and websites for all science topics: http://www.sci-spy.ie/Index.aspx
· Sound and hearing: http://www.crickweb.co.uk/ks1science.html
· Video clips about sound: http://www.bbc.co.uk/learningzone/clips/topics/primary/science/sound.shtml
· Scoilnet Music Theme page: http://www.scoilnet.ie/music_themepage.shtm
· Sound experiment: http://tryscience.org/experiments/experiments_begin.html?honker
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