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ROLE PLAY
Role Play writers role play the act of writing, experimenting with
ways to represent written language either on paper or
electronically. Role Play writers experiment by forming scribbles,
letter-like symbols or random strings of letters, often using letters
from their own name. While Role Play writers may ‘read’ their
writing, others cannot.

EXPERIMENTAL
Experimental writers know that speech can be written down;
however, they may not always read their writing exactly the same
way every time. They ‘have a go’ at writing texts they are familiar
with such as letters, recipes and lists. These writers may represent
words using one, two or three letters, e.g. PRT (party).
Experimental writers know that there is a purpose for writing and
can identify their audience, e.g. I am writing a letter to Granny to
say thank you for… 

EARLY
Early writers write a small range of texts, such as stories, greeting
cards and reports. These students begin to select information to
include in their writing according to the purpose and the audience.
They write simple sentences using correct punctuation and know
how to automatically spell some frequently used words.  When
writing unknown words, Early writers often select letters on the
basis of sound, e.g. becos (because).

The Writer
! Makes random marks on paper.
! Produces scribble, straight or curved lines that look like letters.
! Writes known letters or letter-like symbols to represent writing.
! Knows that writing and drawing are different. 
! Gives their writing a message and ‘reads’ it back.
! May ‘read’ their writing differently each time.
! Attempts to write own name. 
! Explains why they are writing something or who it is for,

e.g. This is a card for Dad.
! Pretends to write like an adult, e.g. taking a phone message,

shopping lists.
! ‘Writes’ to people and about things that are important to them.
! Reacts to print in the environment, e.g. signs, posters.
! Asks questions about printed words, signs, and messages.
! Copies words from the environment.
! Shows awareness that writing goes from left to right and top 

to bottom on a page.
! Knows that words can be written down.

Supporting Role Play Writers
See Parent Cards Role Play Writing Phase 

The Writer
! ‘Has a go’ at writing different types of texts, e.g. lists, letters.
! Knows that a piece of writing has a constant message.
! Can give reasons why people write different texts, e.g. a letter

to say thank you.
! Explains why they are writing something and whom it is for.
! Discusses the characters and events in stories, e.g. in this book

the wolf is scary.
! Discusses the people and ideas in informational texts, e.g.

nurses work in hospitals.
! Writes simple sentences, e.g. I can run.
! May point to each word when reading back their writing.
! Beginning to understand the difference between a letter, a word

and a sentence.
! Knows the letters of the alphabet by name or common sound.
! Uses capital and lower-case letters in words.
! Copies words from different places when writing.
! Talks slowly when an adult is writing for them.

Supporting Experimental Writers
See Parent Cards Experimental Writing Phase 

The Writer
! ‘Has a go’ at writing different types of texts, e.g. emails, stories,

recipes.
! With help, can find and record information about a topic,

e.g. drawing or writing key words.
! Can explain the purpose of some different types of writing,

e.g. lists remind us.
! Thinks about the purpose of writing and the ideas to be

included, e.g. I want to tell people about frogs so I will
include…

! Talks about how characters and events have been represented in
their stories, e.g. The pirates in my story are funny.  

! Talks about how people or ideas have been represented in
informational texts, e.g. doctors are clever.

! Copies devices that are used in books and advertisements,
e.g. colour, bold words, large print.

! Uses words from different sources, e.g. stories, TV, peers. 
! Spells and uses a small number of known words correctly.
! Knows all letters by their name and common sounds. 
! Write simple sentences using correct punctuation.
! Sounds out when trying to spell unknown words. 
! May begin to make simple corrections to their writing,

e.g. adding words.
! Chooses how they want to publish their writing.

Supporting Early Writers
See Parent Cards Early Writing Phase 
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TRANSITIONAL
Transitional writers are able to write a variety of texts, such as
explanations, narratives and brochures. They consider the purpose
and the audience when making decisions about what to include.
Transitional writers are developing control over spelling,
punctuation and the way texts are organised. They are beginning
to use a range of strategies for spelling unknown words.

CONVENTIONAL
Conventional writers create a wide variety of texts, such as
biographies, web pages and documentary scripts. They can adjust
their writing to suit specific purposes and audiences. Conventional
writers write cohesive paragraphs and demonstrate control over
the use of grammar, punctuation and vocabulary. They have
developed a large range of strategies to spell 
unknown words.

PROFICIENT
Proficient writers control all aspects of writing and write a wide
range of sophisticated texts, such as research papers, newspaper
articles and hypertexts. They understand how purpose and
audience influence writing. Proficient writers are able to convey
detailed information and explore different perspectives. They have
developed an extensive vocabulary and use many strategies to
spell.

The Writer
! Writes a range of different types of texts, e.g. reports, recounts.
! Finds, records and organises information from a variety of

sources to help compose own texts. 
! Explains why they are writing, and to whom.
! Chooses ideas and words to suit the audience they are writing for.
! Talks about alternative ways to represent the characters and

events in their own stories.
! Talks about alternative ways to represent people and ideas when

writing informational texts.
! Experiments with different devices, e.g. repetition of words,

different fonts.
! Varies words to add interest.
! Spells and uses an increasing number of words correctly.
! Attempts to use less common letter patterns, e.g. tion, sion, ph.
! Writes sentences using correct punctuation.
! Groups related information in writing, not necessarily using

correct paragraphing format.
! Includes all correct letters in words, but may sequence them

incorrectly, e.g. thier (their), ryhthm (rhythm).
! May use a plan to organise ideas before writing. 
! When asked to, refines own writing.
! Chooses ways to publish writing.

Supporting Transitional Writers
See Parent Cards Transitional Writing Phase 

The Writer
! Writes a range of different types of texts, e.g. explanations.
! Retrieves, records and organises information from a variety of

sources when writing texts.  
! Adjusts the language and ideas in own texts to suit purpose 

and audience.  
! Selects ways to represent characters and events to create

specific effects in stories.
! Selects ways to represent people and ideas to create specific

effects in informational texts.
! Uses devices to influence the reader, e.g. flattery, ambiguity.
! Willing to ‘have a go’ at spelling specialised words, such as

words used in science and maths. 
! Makes spelling generalisations, e.g. applies rules for suffixes,

rules for past tense.
! Writes sentences that vary in length and complexity using

correct punctuation.
! Includes topic sentence and supporting detail when writing 

a paragraph. 
! Plans for writing in a variety of ways.  
! Independently refines own work.
! Selects appropriate publishing formats. 

Supporting Conventional Writers
See Parent Cards Conventional Writing Phase 

The Writer
! Writes a large range of texts. 
! Retrieves, records and organises information from a variety 

of sources when writing texts.  
! Makes choices about the way a text is composed to suit the

purpose and audience.  
! Represents characters and events in stories in order to provoke 

a response from the reader. 
! Represents people and ideas in informational texts in order 

to provoke a response from the reader.
! Selects devices to enhance impact and influence the reader.
! Selects vocabulary for its shades of meaning and effect.  
! Has accumulated an extensive bank of known words that are

spelt and used correctly. 
! Aware of the many letter patterns that are characteristic of the

English spelling system.
! Able to recognise when a word is spelt incorrectly. 
! Selects from a variety of ways to plan writing.
! Refines writing to enhance impact.

Supporting Proficient Writers
See Parent Cards Proficient Writing Phase 


