ENGINEERS’ WEEK: SENIOR INFANTS
	Activities

	Monday: Science Tour – Imaginosity

· Take lots of pictures!
· Get samples / photos of children’s work / worksheets (if any) to put on science blog or science exhibition
· Get DPSM certificates


	
Introducing materials in clothes: The Smartest Giant in Town
Curriculum Areas:
English
· Oral Language
· discuss different possible solutions to simple problems
· ask questions in order to satisfy curiosity about the world
· choose appropriate words to name and describe things and events

Science
· Materials: Properties and characteristics of materials
· describe and compare materials, noting the differences in the colour, shape and texture
· know about some everyday uses of common materials
· group materials according to certain criteria

Activities:
· Read the story and focus on science aspects:
· What clothes was the giant wearing?
· What were the giants clothes made from?
· Why were the giants clothes useful for other things, e.g. sail for a boat, scarf, bed, house, path? What are these things usually made from?
· What are our clothes made from? Compare materials in our shoes, trousers and tops.
· Describe sample clothes.  What are the properties of the materials? (e.g. warm, waterproof)
· Sort clothes/shoes/hats into different categories as decided by children.
· See http://www.teachingideas.co.uk/library/books/thesmartestgiantintown.htm for more lesson ideas

Focus vocabulary: material, warm, waterproof, plastic, fabric, hard, soft, shiny, fluffy, smooth, bumpy

Possible Resources:
Story book (Cróna’s copy), variety of clothes / shoes / hats, vocab cards, hula hoops for sorting

	Discover Primary Science activity: Investigating children’s coats

Curriculum Areas:
· Materials: Properties and characteristics of materials
· observe and investigate a range of familiar materials in the immediate environment
· describe and compare materials, noting the differences in the colour, shape and texture
· know about some everyday uses of common materials
· group materials according to certain criteria
· investigate materials for different properties, for example

Activities: 
· Pick materials out of Feely Bag and describe them.
· Discuss children’s coats – what are they made from? what colour are they?
· Sort coats in different ways, e.g. colour, long/short, buttons/zips, with/without hoods, etc.
· Make a graph / pictogram showing how coats were sorted.
· See DPSM activity card: http://primaryscience.ie/media/pdfs/col/dpsm_class_activity_coats.pdf 

Resources:
Materials kit / fabrics, clothes, coats, chart, coloured squares / pictures for chart, glue, scissors

	Design and Make  a coat

Curriculum Areas:
Science
· Materials: Properties and characteristics of materials
· describe and compare materials, noting the differences in the colour, shape and texture
· know about some everyday uses of common materials
· group materials according to certain criteria

Activity:
· Describe materials and their properties – e.g. warm, soft, water-proof, etc. Decide which materials would make a good coat and why.
· Collage materials onto template to make a coat for a child/teddy.  Decorate coat
or   Design and make a coat for a toy using construction materials.

Resources:
[bookmark: _GoBack]Construction and collage materials (e.g. newspaper, bubble wrap, tissue, cotton fabric, plastic, shiny wrapping paper, woollen fabric, sandpaper, crepe paper, hessian, felt, cotton wool, wool, etc.), sellotape, glue, art materials (e.g. sequins, colours, feathers)

	Friday: Science Exhibition / Show and Tell: View and discuss science work completed by other classes.

Show and Tell options:
· Send photos of Engineers’ Week activities to Cróna for PPT slide show, each class can describe what they did to other classes
· Bring a sample of something that was made to show to other classes
· Do a short demo for other classes

Discussion questions:
· What did you do for Engineers’ week?
· What have we learned during Engineers’ week?
· What was your favourite activity during Engineers’ week?

**This exhibition / show and tell fulfils the criteria for Step 5 of DPSM awards – ‘STEM showcase’

	Useful websites and online activities: Materials
·   Grouping materials IWB game: http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/scienceclips/ages/6_7/grouping_materials.shtml 
· Sorting materials: http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/scienceclips/ages/5_6/sorting_using_mate_fs.shtml 
· Naming materials activities: http://www.crickweb.co.uk/ks1science.html 




